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Time to get outside in the evenings at last! Look
forward to seeing many of you out on the crags.
Newsletter – Thanks to those who made the effort
this month. Keep sending your articles to: newsletter@carlislemc.co.uk & inc. pictures if poss.
Handbook error
Anyone trying to contact Dennis English please use his new number <removed> as shown
on page 6 of the handbook & not his old
number as shown on page 1.
Armathwaite by John Holden

After a very wet night out on Tuesday, the evening of
our first official evening meet arrived fine, warm and
without precipitation, although some routes were
wet and most areas were a bit slape at the bottom.

John Holden on Flasherman

The evening started early with meet leader John
Newsletter editor - Mike Tinnion
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NEXT CLUB EVENTS
Meikle Ross – Dave Ferguson
Shepherds – Tont Morley
Castle Rock – Dorine Tinnion
Quayfoot/Wodens – Steve Mcdonnell
Club Hut Meet – Tony Morley
Helm Crag – Dave Ferguson
Gimmer - TBA
Reecastle, Watendlath – Tony Morley
OTHER EVENTS
10% discount on entry fee with CMC card

£6 with CMC card
Meet leaders – see page 3

Holden, new member Nicki and Steve Bulman
meeting at the bridge at 4 O'clock, wandering up to
the crag and putting a top rope on Glenwillie
Grooves, doing both versions, following on with The
Bulgine Run, which was extremely slippy at the start,
but in fine condition once up on the slab.
Dave Ferguson, Mike and Dorine T, Steve McD, and
Gary P arrived later, knocking off Flasherman and the
direct, Princess Anne's New Ring, Bulgine Run and
Bulgine Direct? And even Alan Greig made a welcome
appearance, bouldering down on the beach.
Thanks to Mike for repeating Flasherman for John at
the end of the evening....."so good, he did it twice".
The evening ended very pleasantly in the Fox and
Pheasant, which appears to have new tenants, who
are trying veeeery hard to make it welcoming,
worth popping in for a pint if you are over that way.
Glencoe Feb 2016 meet by Phil Wilkinson
15 members arrived on Friday to revel in the
comforts of the Corran Ferry bunkhouse, now fast
becoming the favourite club meet of all.
The weather was obliging too, with two stunning blue
sky days to follow.
Ian, Jeff and Bruce were the first off the blocks
needing a 4.00am alarm to get on to Astral Highway
(V1.5). The heavy build up of snow might just have
suited them high up on Orion`s Face.
Tim, Charlie and Mark disappeared next to find a way
up Chimney Route (V1.6) on South Buttress, Stob
Coire Nan Lochan.
Meanwhile, Dan, Stuart, Pete and Dave did the mega
scramble/ramble along Carn Mhor Dearg Arete,
whilst Steve and Rob were on the opposite side
hoping to photo them from the ski slopes on Aonach
Mhor,

John, Jenny and myself shelved plans for a climb in
Coire na Ciste and picked Waterfall Gully (1V.4) as a
reasonable test according to conditions. Finishing up
the best bit of Ledge Route, it was remarkable not to
see a soul in the Coire na Ciste area-just too much
snow.
Word was out that Ben Udlaidh had some ice, so with
a tolerable walk in, it was an easy decision to make
for Sunday morning.
The hard boys tackled Captain Hook (V1.6) among
others, whilst us lesser mortals enjoyed Quartzvein
Scoop (1V.4); both routes in good nick.

Remember doing Bowfell Buttress in a blizzard and
finding it very taxing. Even worse was missing the
last 5pm bus down Langdale! To compensate
however, another night at the Wayfarers RLH wasn’t
too bad!
How to handle rock on loose mixed routes is
important. I remember Colne’s master rock
technician Steve Judson’s comments once “don’t pull
it, push it in!”
It’s always a good idea to take advice from present
and past masters of the art. Equipment is paramount
– how good were Lionel Terray boots and Chouinard
axes in the day.
Be sensible – hearing ice cracking on Creag Meagaidh
is not a good sign and a walk to the top of the hill is a
more common sense approach.
So take care – if you have ever been caught out on a
wild and severe outing, get off that bleeding hill
safely.
Discount offer
Dave has negotiated an extra 10% discount at Go
Outdoors – produce your CMC membership card to
claim it.
With all the discounts we get at the climbing walls &
various retail outlets it’s virtually free to be a member
Quartzvein Scoop (1V.4)
of the club!
Other routes planned included Broad Gully (Stob
Book release /offer (& copy to circulate)
Coire nan Lochan) for Dan, Rob and Stuart and Ledge I recently published a book about the life of
Route for Pete and Dave.
my father, Frank Smythe who was a
A good weekend with some nice ice, wonderful
mountaineer and author in the years before
scenery and plenty of chat!
World War Two. He was best known for his
Himalayan climbing, particularly on Everest
Winter Climbing by Allan Gray
when he reached a record height in 1933.
Reading last seasons successful ascents on Ben Nevis My book, My Father, Frank was short-listed in
prompted me to realise how important it is to seize
2014 for the UK’s Boardman-Tasker prize and
the potentials when good conditions prevail on the
went on last year to win the Himalayan Club’s
mountain.
prestigious Kekoo Naoroji Award.
I am a member of the Alpine Club and my
You can always get setbacks when conditions are
publisher, Vertebrate/Baton Wicks of Sheffield
against you, enthusiasm aside.
Grades are funny, often I’ve been on epics on grade 3 has given me the responsibility of personally
marketing the book to UK climbing clubs and
& 4’s, whilst compatriots have had good times on
their members.
grade 5’s. It all depends on the season, weather
I have put a sticker on a title page (of the
conditions, state of the snow/ice and your state of
complementary copy) giving my website with
mind.
feedback from readers, plus the opportunity to
Some of the fiercest winter climbs I have done have
buy a signed copy at a discount, post free. The
been on the Snowden Massif, or was I just young
website is www.franksmythe.co.uk
then and relatively inexperienced?
Early on in the season some Scottish snow climbs
have been like burrowing up porridge (in bad
conditions).
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Banff Mountain Film Festival
This is just a quick email to invite you and your group
to the Banff Mountain Film Festival coming to
Theatre by the Lake, Keswick between 27-30 April.
Through the big screen, embark on expeditions with
some of today's most incredible adventurers,
experience adrenaline-packed action sports and be
inspired by thought-provoking pieces shot in remote
corners of the globe! Celebrating the mountains and
the great outdoors it would be a great social event for
your members to come along to.
The film programme is being shown in Keswick at
7:30pm, with doors and the bar opening an hour
before. There will be lots of prizes and giveaways
during the interval and there is also a group discount
and two show discount available online.
We would be extremely grateful if you could let your
group know about the upcoming screenings (as well
as any other groups who you think might be
interested). You can check out more details and
watch the trailer on our website: www.banff-uk.com.
It would be brilliant to see you there!
Lauren Woodwiss
Tour Coordinator | Banff Mountain Film Festival
Meet leaders – for meets shown on front page
Tony Morley <removed for web copy>
Dave Ferguson <removed for web copy>
Dorine Tinnion <removed for web copy>
Steve McDonnell – <removed for web copy>

BMC NEWS – a subject to keep an eye on!

National Trust activity licence update
Posted by Rob Dyer on 05/04/2016
The National Trust recently announced the launch of a
new activity licensing pilot scheme understandably led
to widespread concern amongst the outdoor instructor
community who use Trust land with their students.
The BMC held a teleconference with the Trust to find
out more about the scheme, discuss how this may
negatively impact providers and present an initial case
supporting free educational use of Trust land.
Background
Firstly, it’s worth giving some background
information on the Trust’s motivations. The pilot
scheme will be running over the next six months at 21
properties (a full list is at the bottom of this article)
across England to license commercial activity on their
land. The reasoning behind the Trust initiating this
scheme is for them to achieve five strategic objectives:







Minimise damage through greater control of
activities happening on Trust land
Reduce conflicts between user groups
Ensure provision is run at a high standard
Develop better relationships with providers
and increase understanding of the Trust with
their students
Income generation with money raised going
directly back to repair and maintenance of land

A view of Crinkle Crags and Bowfell from Langdale
in the Lake District. Photo: Shutterstock / David
Hughes
This pilot scheme applies to all types of commercial
activity on their land – from large events such as
triathlons, marathons and open water swims, though to
the opposite end of the spectrum and individual
freelance providers. The Trust’s current view of what
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constitutes ‘commercial’ is simply any activity taking
place entirely or partly on their land where money
changes hands. Within the climbing, walking and
mountaineering sphere, this would apply to any hill or
mountain leaders, mountain instructors and guides
who are using National Trust land with their students
and receiving payment.

The Trust is currently considering any activity on their
land where money is exchanged for a service to be
commercial. The activities happening on Trust land
that the BMC and its members are concerned with will
frequently be within Open Access land boundaries
where there is a legal right of access on foot for
recreational users. Commercial users – anyone who
“engages in any activity which is organised or
The initial format for the pilot scheme is that providers undertaken (whether by him or another) for any
commercial purpose” do not have a right of access to
will need to apply for a licence through the local
Open Access land.
Property Manager and provide details of their
However, DEFRA has provided additional guidance
activities as well as demonstrating they hold
appropriate insurance and qualifications. (It should be on the meaning of ‘commercial’ on access land and
state in an information note on general restrictions
noted that in line with HSE guidance, the BMC and
that: “Activities organised for promoting or teaching
Mountain Training recognise that leaders can
an adventurous outdoor activity are also unlikely to be
demonstrate their competence in a number of ways
undertaken or organised for a commercial purpose.”
and so will not necessarily hold a national
qualification.) The suggested fee from the Trust
currently is 3% of the total charge made to students, or The BMC strongly supports a view that the vast
there is potential to give back in other ways such as
majority of provider work falls within this definition
volunteering on work days.
with a primary purpose of educating students, building
skills to encourage further participation in outdoor
activities and teaching an appreciation of the
A key point to note is that this is currently a pilot
landscape and environment. Based on this
scheme and the Trust was keen to stress that there is
interpretation of the law, providers using access land
scope for it to change significantly if elements of the
owned by the National Trust for the primary purpose
pilot version are found not to work. The Trust is
of educating students should have a free right of
planning regular reviews throughout the pilot and a
access.
larger review in the autumn, accumulating feedback
Displacement into other areas
from local providers in the 21 pilot areas as well as
The objective of reducing conflict between groups
from partner organisations. The Trust’s aim is to use
may be required at a very small number of honeypot
their experiences from this pilot scheme to develop a
sites which see heavy use by multiple groups, but in
nationwide licensing system which they hope to
launch in early 2017 across England and Wales. Once general doesn’t apply to climbing and walking groups
under instruction. The qualification routes within
the nationwide scheme is in place, it will be up to
Mountain Training value etiquette and responsible
local Property Managers to implement it and each
behaviour highly and in the vast majority of areas this
property will have the option to opt out of the
is not a problem with groups working around each
licensing scheme, or implement it as needed
other or changing venue as required.
depending on their individual property needs.
What is more likely is that a licensing scheme that is
Potential Problems
an administrative and financial burden to providers
The BMC has already highlighted a number of
potential issues with the pilot scheme to the Trust and will lead to displacement of groups elsewhere into
potentially less suitable locations where there is no
suggested ways to improve it. Here are a few quick
licensing scheme. This could have unwanted
summaries of the general issues we have raised and
repercussions such as these areas being more
our thinking behind them…
ecologically sensitive with the potential for damage by
What about Rights of Way?
increased use.
No one can charge for use of public rights of way –
Setting a precedent?
they are a legal right to pass and repass along a
defined route regardless of whether the intended use is There is a risk that large national landowning body
such as the National Trust introducing a licensing
commercial or not. Were a provider to use rights of
way only, there would be no requirement to apply for system may trickle down to other landowners. This
could lead to a situation which is difficult to manage
access through the licensing scheme.
for providers, especially on days where routes may
What is ‘commercial’?
cross land owned by multiple landowners. Not only
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would the administration be difficult, but significant
proportions of a provider’s income could be required
in payment – all this from often small businesses or
LEA Outdoor Centres who are already struggling to
balance the books.
Flexibility issues
A key requirement for outdoor providers is to remain
able to react to unexpected changes to weather and
conditions and change venue at the last minute if
necessary. This is an integral part of the activities
climbers and walkers participate in and making last
minute changes more difficult will only result in a
reduction in safety for providers and students.
Positive opportunities
There are certainly elements of the scheme that are
concerning, but it is important to remember that this is
only a pilot scheme at this stage and there is plenty of
opportunity to influence the final version in a positive
way.
The Trust undoubtedly has some important issues
which need addressing, not least of which is
controlling damage and in particular the maintenance
of upland footpaths on their land – important work
which is expensive and time consuming. Income
generation to fund this work is necessary but we at the
BMC think there are better ways to achieve this than a
licensing scheme which will be difficult for both the
Trust and providers to administrate and could provide
barriers to participation in the outdoors.

set out by the Trust. This is only one idea but the
initial response from the Trust was one of interest.
How can you get involved?
If you are a provider who uses one of the 21 properties
included within the pilot scheme, it is important that
you feed back about your experiences of the scheme.
You can do this locally by contacting the Trust team at
the property involved. This feedback will be most
useful and have a bigger impact if you can give clear
examples of how the scheme has impacted you,
whether that is positively or negatively.
If you are a provider who uses Trust properties, but
outside of the 21 pilot areas the licensing scheme
doesn’t apply to you at this stage, but we encourage
you to provide feedback to the Trust. The BMC will
be regularly providing feedback into the pilot scheme
and how it can be improved, hopefully with plenty of
real world examples from providers in the pilot areas.

The Trust certainly seems to be open to suggestions at
this stage and it is important that we don’t miss the
opportunity to feedback on the pilot scheme and
positively influence the final version. It can’t be
stressed enough how important it will be to have solid
case studies to back up the suggestions we make in
our feedback, so if you are a climbing or walking
provider in one of the 21 areas, in addition to feeding
back to the local property team, please let the BMC
know any feedback you may have on the pilot scheme
One initial suggestion the BMC has made to the Trust, by emailing: ntlicensing@thebmc.co.uk.
is that a badge scheme could be a much better way to The 21 Pilot Properties are:
achieve their objectives instead of formal licensing. A
1. Carding Mill Valley
well run badge scheme could achieve those aims, for
2. Ashridge
example by requiring holders to:
3. Alderley Edge portfolio
4. Wimpole
·
Educate students about the value of the
5. Killerton
environment and landscape
6. New Forest
7. Clumber Park
·
Promote key messages about the National Trust
8. Buckland Abbey
9. Lake District
10. Gloucestershire portfolio
·
Retaining the flexibility required for providers
11. Purbeck
to work safely and effectively
12. Arlington
13. Osterley
·
Give something back to the landscape they use,
14. Longshaw
be that via a small percentage of earnings / time /
15. Gibside
another locally appropriate means
16. Speke
17. Penrose
Once established, this could give providers a useful
18. Attingham
way of demonstrating to their clients that they are
19. Birling Gap and Slindon
responsible operators and importantly it would be
20. Formby
optional and free of the negative connotations of
21. Tyntesfield/Leigh Woods
paying for access, whilst still achieving the objectives
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